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FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS

The position of Danzig is not an easy one. The city is
thoroughly German, but it is almost entirely cut off from
Germany and largely surrounded by Polish territory. The
German population is intended to possess full rights of local
self-government without any means of defence of its own,
and Poland is given almost unlimited rights for the exploita-
tion of the port and the means of communication therefrom.
In many ways the situation is similar to that existing in the
Saar Basin. In each case the economic wealth of the district
is to be exploited by one sovereign State, while the protection
of the well-being of the population, native of another sovereign
state, is entrusted to the League. In the case of the Saar
Basin the League has direct powers of general administra-
tion, but in the case of Danzig it has no such sweeping
authority. Until the Free City has been established and has
had an opportunity to show its capacity for government,
it will be impossible to make any satisfactory comment
upon the results of this experiment in semi-international
administration.

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

The prominent feature of the international administration
directly exercised by the League of Nations through its
appointed representation is, that no single State is entitled
to interfere directly in such administration. The adminis-
tration is exercised on behalf of all the members of the League
of Nations. The particular interest of one of these members
may lead to its being given certain guarantees incorporated in
the rules for the administration, or in respect of the nationality
or other qualifications of the League Commissioners. But
the administration is always to be carried out on behalf of
the League of Nations and under its direction. The Com-
missioners represent and are responsible to the League only.